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+In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen+

I will never understand why Christians retreat from the vitriolic, venomous accusation of
abortion enthusiasts that our opposition to abortion is religious, and has no place in the
discourse. Christians are quick to say, “This isn’t religious. We oppose abortion because of what
we know concerning Human Biology and Embryology.”

To be sure, the material facts, in this regard, are indisputably on our side. Only a mind
darkened by sin can oppose the cascade of evidence that abortion is the killing of a Human Life.
But I caution the retreat of asserting our worldview as it touches upon this question and on this
basis:

Why would we be ashamed of a religious conviction that values and desires to protect
individual human lives that, as we confess, were Created by God the Father, Redeemed by the
shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and would be Sanctified by the efficacious working of the
Holy Spirit if they weren’t prematurely and barbarically extinguished? When someone says,
“I’m sick of your Christian beliefs advocating for life,” you need only say, “I, in turn, am sick of
your nihilistic, secular/atheist materialistic worldview advocating for and celebrating death.”

We must understand that all enter upon “the facts” with a worldview, a philosophy, an
ideology. Those who deride ours should not be answered with stammering apologies. We ought
rather to turn it around on them, informing them of their deceit and hypocrisy and, in turn,
assert, not only the superiority of the Christian Worldview, but its verity; that is, its
truthfulness.

We celebrate this evening a Feast Day that has always held significance for the Life of the Holy
Christian Church. It is not as though modern-day child sacrifice has necessitated its inclusion as
a new Feast Day. We don’t make our observances in a reactionary way. Rather, as the Church,
we assert the truths of the Word of God into the world that needs salvation. Unsurprisingly, our
Feast Days often address whatever the world is up to. So, of course, the Visitation does have
something to say respecting this horror of our times.

We note, in the first place, that these women, who our arrogant elites might very well think of as
arcane, middle eastern rubes, are quite a lot more enlightened than they. It is a lie that we are



smarter than our forebears or that people of earlier times are dumber than we. Social Media will
dispel this right quick.

In any event, this is demonstrated by the fact that Elizabeth and Mary are well aware of what is
in their wombs. The world knows it, too, under certain circumstances. That is, as long as they’re
talking about such-and-such celebrity and how excited she is about her baby boy. If they are
talking about some modern-day peasant in an urban area, what they previously called a “baby
boy” is now some parasite that has invaded a body and needs extraction if the woman is to be
free.

But our middle eastern rubes know that John and Jesus are what they are because of what God
says they are. In other words, the Humanity of John and Jesus depend not on whether or not the
mothers they are inside deem them worthy of Personhood. How arbitrary and ridiculous is that
view? They are Persons by virtue of their conception. They are unique Human Lives, one being
6 months gestation and the other, perhaps a few weeks or a month.

These rubes are also more enlightened in this regard: They recognize one another as mothers,
even though their babies are yet to be born. Gabriel tells Mary that her cousin has conceived “a
son,” not a blob, and mothers have sons. Mary, likewise, is called the “Mother of my Lord,”
though the gestational period has not been going very long.

We have acquiesced to the world, in this regard, and tie motherhood nearly exclusively to
everything that occurs postnatal. This is incorrect. A woman is a mother when she conceives.
We shouldn’t say to a pregnant woman, “Are you excited to be a mother?” Rather, we ought to
say, “Welcome to motherhood.” And that remains a reality even if she should, tragically,
miscarry. She, the mother, has lost a child prematurely that she will see again in the
Resurrection on the Last Day.

Our world, of course, must dehumanize the unborn and mustn’t speak about pregnant women
as mothers, which would rehumanize the life in the womb. They must rather speak with
double-tongued language, after the pa�ern of the father of lies.

Elizabeth and Mary, on the other hand, know the truth, and so they rejoice and sing and praise
God, and the baby John dances and leaps because the long-standing promise of the Seed of the
Woman, barreling through generations of God’s people as it had been, finally arrived. There, in
the Womb of our Blessed Lady, the Theotokos, is the God-Man. What else can those who know
the truth do other than sing to and praise and rejoice over and magnify and leap for joy before
the Lord? The Incarnate Son wasn’t, at this point, yet to come, but had come.



In the womb, our Lord was Man, not some dehumanized thing, some clump or cyst or parasite
or invader. He possessed a True Human Nature and this we must confess, as G. K. Chesterton
has wri�en: “Abortion is a Christological heresy too. It would posit that Christ, in the womb,
was at some point fully God, but not fully human.”

This, dear Christians, we cannot abide and so must unequivocally confess: A Christian cannot
support abortion, contrary to what alleged-bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, of the ELCA tweeted:
“While the leaked court draft does not represent the Supreme Court’s ruling in its final form;
nevertheless, it contradicts this church’s teaching. This church teaches that abortion and
reproductive health care, including contraception, must be legal and accessible.” It is true that
“this church teaches that abortion…must be legal,” but it is not the Church of our Lord Jesus
Christ, nor that of the Reformation, but what our Lord might well call a synagogue of satan.

For, not only is abortion manifestly a violation of the 5th Commandment, it is, more grievously
still, a denial of the Central Assertion of our Most Holy Faith: That God has become a Man or as
St. Athanasius has been so bold as to say, “He became like we are by nature so that we would
become as He is by grace.”

The Son of God is incarnate in flesh and blood so that we might not perish eternally. If you strip
the humanity of the unborn based on some untenable philosophical axiom, you necessarily strip
it from some part of our Lord’s Incarnation and, in turn, deny His redeeming work at every
stage of Human Development.

Let us, rather, pray with Johann Gerhard in thanksgiving for the Lord’s Holy Conception,
which He willingly submits to, in place of our sinful conceptions. And, God grant us faith to see
and to confess the full humanity of those conceived in the womb, lest we be found supporting
murder and, worse still, confessing a heresy that divinity assumed something, for a time, other
than humanity, which only later was humanity. It is an egregious error that we reject and
condemn to the glory of our Incarnate Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

We rejoice in this salutary and salvific truth: God has become man, in the Person of the Son, so
that we, sinful men, adopted by grace, would be redeemed and brought back to our Father in
heaven. The Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of our Lord, who, receiving a True Humanity is,
nevertheless, confessed by the Church as True God, who has purchased us with the price of His
own blood. In this most profound confession do we rejoice and sing and praise and leap and
magnify the name of our God even as He will soon give us this self-same Flesh and Blood for
true food and drink, indeed.
+To Christ be all the glory. In the name of Jesus. Amen+




