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+In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen+

One of the strange things about the Holy Gospel is the description of the Apostles’ internal
disposition and their subsequent actions when the Lord Jesus is parted from them and was
carried up into heaven, as Luke records.

When a similar thing happened at the time of our Lord’s betrayal, the Apostles were filled with
sorrow. This is the case even though the Lord Jesus had said they would see Him again.
Perhaps, at that time, they didn’t believe Him. They may have heard His “You will see me
again” in the same way very many people heard young men say the same when they went to
fight in World War II. No one heretofore had been resurrected to glory, as the Lord Jesus said
He would be, so how much could His Word of Promise mean to these weary-laden Apostles?
They were sorrowful, despite the Lord’s Promise of Resurrection.

In the Holy Gospel for the Ascension of our Lord, Jesus parts from them without a word about
His immediate return as they had seen him go. But they are not sorrowful. Quite to the
contrary. Luke records, They returned to Jerusalem with—χαρᾶς µεγάλης—great joy. In
other words, they returned to the very city that, formerly, they were afraid of; to the same city
that their Lord was brutalized, crucified, and killed; to the same city that, formerly, filled them
with sorrow. Now, they return different men. Joy filled men; the reason for which will be made
plain in a moment.

For now, consider that the works of Christ ought to transform the disposition of His people as
they belly up to the world. This is to say, our Doctrine should not be merely theoretical or
intellectually stimulating. We don’t profess the Truth of Sacred Scripture and simply say, “That
is interesting.” That which we Confess, we also live out.

The Christian religion isn’t one of insularity, where we keep secrets behind closed doors and
secret handshakes like the Masons or whatever. Indeed, dear Christians, the works of Christ are
not to be unhinged from the life of His dear people as you live in this world. What we Confess
ought, necessarily, cause us to be a different, a peculiar people. All the works of Christ establish
realities after which we live differently, being shaped by what our Lord Jesus has done. Many,
however, are woefully blind to this.

Consider: The Christian Confession of the Resurrection did not seem to substantively change
the disposition of the majority of Christians during the last 2 years. Everyone ran and hid at the
behest of Mandates and Fear-mongering. I heard, on more than one occasion, that missing the
Divine Service was permissible because it wasn’t worth the risk of ge�ing sick.



The Resurrected Lord’s Promise to be with His people in the unique way that He is with His
True and Substantial Body and Blood for the Forgiveness of sins wasn’t worth it, for fear of
death. Should not the Confession that Christ is the First-fruits of them that sleep drastically
change the view of our inevitably death-ward drift, in whatever way it occurs, be it old age, a
car accident, or contracting some novel disease?

Should not the Resurrected and Glorified body and blood of the Son, given to you to Eat and to
Drink affect the manner in which you walk out of this place? Following the Holy Communion,
when we sing, Lord, now le�est thou thy servant depart in peace that is a confident petition,
not only for the peace that comes from the Forgiveness of Sins, but a confidence to breathe out
our last knowing we have just received the Immortal Body and Blood of the Lord, which has
broke the grave and has been given and is now in us. The reality of that is not of mere
theoretical or intellectual interest.

Hear the words of St. John Chrysostom related to the effect of receiving the Holy Body and
Precious Blood of Christ: "Has God not given you more than some armor? He has prepared
food which is more powerful than any arms, so that you may not become demoralized in
combat. It is important that your victory be one of a man overflowing with contentment. If the
enemy sees you returning from the banquet of the Lord, he will flee faster than the wind, as one
who has seen a lion breathing fire from his mouth. If you show him your tongue tinted with the
precious blood, he will not be able to seize you. And if you show him your reddened mouth,
like a wretched animal he will, at great speed, beat a retreat."

You see, there, that Chrysostom says eating the True and Substantial Body and Blood of Christ
for the Forgiveness of Sins ought also to create a boldness in us; a boldness that doesn’t simply
hunker down, but one that plants the standard of our Resurrected King into the ground that our
God made in order to assert and show forth the Light of Christ into the darkness of the present
age.

Yes, dear Christians, the works of Christ are not to be unhinged from the life of His dear people
as you live in this world. And this is why the Ascension of our Lord caused great Joy to the
Apostles, where before there was only sorrow. And, subsequently, why they ran into the eye of
the storm, that city that would also persecute them and were continually in the temple
blessing God, no less. Christ had been raised and, subsequently, God went up with a shout;
with a cry of victory. Nothing was the same. All has drastically changed, and for the be�er.

We might very well wonder, “How can this be?” As I said on Sunday, this is a neglected Feast
Day, so it is difficult to have an appreciation for this great joy of the Apostles at the Ascension of
our Lord. Very many Christians interpret this to mean that Christ has gone away, far, far away;
way up there, such that He is no longer here. If that is what occurred at the Ascension, I
suppose it the case that the Apostles would not have returned to Jerusalem with Great Joy. They
would have been full of sorrow. But something else was going on.



In the Introit, we heard, The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your
enemies your footstool.” When our Lord Ascends into Heaven, we refer to the “What does this
mean?” as His Session at the Right Hand of God the Father. This does not mean that Jesus is
circumscribed somewhere in heaven, locked away, no longer present in, to, or for His Holy
People, the Church.

The Right Hand is not a Location, but a position of Authority, a position of Omnipotence, as we
heard, again, from the Introit. It is a position that is Omnipresent; a position that saves. Just so,
in Ps. 139 we pray: If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the u�ermost parts of the
sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy Right Hand shall hold me. And, likewise, in
Psalm 60 we pray: That your beloved ones may be delivered, give salvation by your right
hand and answer us!

We, therefore, believe, teach, and confess that the Human Nature of our Lord Jesus not only
retains its natural, essential characteristics–that is, it is a true Humanity–but through the
Personal Union of the Son of God with this True Human Nature and, especially, through the
Exaltation and Glorification of this True Humanity in the Resurrection and Ascension, the
Human Nature was elevated to the Right Hand of Majesty, Power, and Might over all things.

Do you see, then, why the Apostles were transformed men? Why they were different men?
Why, with Great Joy, they ran back to Jerusalem and from there, as from the epicenter of an
earthquake, took the Gospel of Salvation into all the world? They did it, despite the
persecutions, because the works of our Lord Jesus Christ, which are not merely appropriated as
Theological axioms, but impact reality, transformed their disposition toward the world and
their lives on this side of glory.

May it also be for us, then; that we not shrink back, for ours is not a spirit of fear, you see, but of
power and love and self-control. We do, in fact, have a King who Lives and Reigns and has been
given all authority in heaven and upon the earth. And He, following His Ascension and
Glorification and Exaltation, now fills all things, not only according to His Divine Nature, but
even His True Human Nature, as it has been assumed into divinity and exalted and glorified on
high.

No wonder there was great joy in the bosoms of those men who ran, most appropriately to the
Temple of God, because they knew and they believed and they confessed, that Christ Jesus who
fills all things, joins Himself uniquely and wonderfully and mysteriously through the Means
which are distributed from the House of the Lord. Let this be our great joy, then, which, in turn,
seeks Jesus always where He may be graciously found: In those precious and life-giving words,
Take and eat; Drink of it all of you for the forgiveness of sins. And, then, receiving this glorified
and exalted body and blood of Christ and hoping in His Resurrection and Ascension, we too
will be raised and we too will ascend, to meet Him in the clouds as, in that final day, He makes
all things New by the selfsame authority He assumed in His Ascension.
+To Christ be all the glory. In the name of Jesus. Amen+


